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®1ijah Methodist Church

Jerusalem community, Poolesville vicinity
Private

c. 1950

This well-maintained one and a half story cinder block church
is the fourih church building to stand on this site. The first
was built in the early 1870's soon after the founding of the
church. Behind it was the cemetery and a tall two story frame
building, which was built to serve as the hall for the local bene-

fit society and as school. This site was truly the center of
the black community.
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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
——EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED —__UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
Xgooo __RUINS X _ALTERED __MOVED DATE
—FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
This one and a half storvy cinder block church stands on the west

side of Beallsville Road. 1lts roof line is oriented east-west and the east
gable end serves as the prinecipal facade. The main block is five bays
in depth, and three in length. Buttresses of cinder block support the
longer walls. Enclosing the front door is a smaller one story vestibule.
To the south is a taller two story bell tower with pyrimidal roof. The
windows contain one-over-one panes, which have been glazed in pastel
colors.,

The interlor contains wooden pews, burgundy floor covering, and an

attractive pulpit and altar.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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PERIOD . - AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

'REHISTORIC  —_ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC X COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION
—_1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION _LAW __SCIENCE
—_1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE . __ECONOMICS __LITERATURE ' __SCULPTURE
—_1600-1699 _RRCHITECTURE __EDUCATION __MILITARY X SOCIAL'HUMANITARIAN
. 1700-1799 _ART __ENGINEERING __MuSIC __THEATER
—_1800-1899 __COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  _ PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
X1300- __COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT X OTHER (SPECIFY}

__INVENTION

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

c. 1950

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
According to the deed, EBP 5/255, the trustees of this church

purchased 1 acre from Edward Hoskinson in 1868, The trustees were
John Adams, William Taylor, Peter H. Davis, Bennett Lea, and Charles
Dorsey. The tract was lot #7 of Chiswell's Inheritance. A school was
also to be built on the land.

At some time in the late 1800s a two story frame building was con-
structed behind the church as the hall for the Loving Charity Society, a
<ocal benefit society. The downstairs of the building served as the
school, and is shown in the photograph of 1909, filed with the Poolesville
School survey forms,M-17-51-19. That building has since been torn down.

Behind the church is a well-kept cemetery, where many of the founders
.of the Jerusalem . and Jonesville communities are buried. The gravestones
contain important information for family histories and should be indexed.
' As the enclosed history of the church explains, this is the fourth
church building to stand on this site, The first was constructed soon
after the founding of the churth. the second in 1909, the third in c. 1950,
(it burned after its completion). This history of the church also gives
the names of the different ministers who have served the congregation for

over a century.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Land Records, Montgomery County Courthouse, Rockville, Md. Deed EBP 2/255,

Historf of the Eliiah United Methodist Church5 One Hundred and Sixth
Anniversar o Privately printed, .
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M-8
CONDITION CHECK ONE fECK ONE
—EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED jmusnso N ORIGINAL SITE
_ooo __RUINS S/ ALTERED _MOVED DATE_._
Y _FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This is an early-20th Century, Negro country church, built
within the confines of limited financial resources, but never-—

theless with a concious style. The building is a five~bay long,

cinderblock structure, with a raised "watertable" type of found-
dation, and three slim buttresses separating the bays. There

is a small vestibule on the east entrance gable, and this is
capped with a short bell-tower.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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T3 SIGNIFICANCE '
|
~ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
__PREHRISTORIC __ARCHEOLUGY-PRERISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE __RELIGION
—1400-1499% __ARCHECLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAW _.SCIENCE
—1500-1599 _AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __LITERATURE __SCULPTURE i
—1800-1599 __ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION __MiLITARY __SOCIAL/HUMANITARtAN ;.;v
_1700-1799 —ART —__ENGINEERING __MUSIC —THEATER -:;
800-1899 —COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
¥ _1300- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY __POUITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY} -‘;
__INVENTION f?
. SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARGCHITECT 4
i

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Although the present building is not of great antiquity,
it probably marks the site of an early Negro meeting place,
as a "Colored School House" is shown at this location on the
map of 1878.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was official Y

by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in *he
snnotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 1231 :

5

4 Suppliement.

\I

Tne Survey and Inventory are being prepared for
anc reccrd purposes only and do not constitute
rent of individual property rights.
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Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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